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I I TOLD US 

THAT IRENE'S COMMANDING LEAD IN THE POLLS AI THE BEGINNING Of 1997. 
AHD HER POPULARITY AMONG VENEZUELA'S LOWER CLASSES' HAD POSITIONED 
HER FO BLOCK ANY EFFORT BV OTHER CANDIDATES TO CHALLENGE HER FROM 
HER ALllflHEf VI TH THE LCR- 
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"INOCULATE" IRENE ,FR0H DALLIANCES WITH VENEZUELA'S TRADITIONAL 
PARTIES AND TO PROVIDE HER A SOL ID ANCHOR ON THE LEFT. HER 
DECISION TO BREAK FROM THIS STRATEGY AMD TO ACCEPT A FORMAL 
ALLIANCE WITH THE SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PARTY ICOPEI) HAD CAUSED A 
GRIEVOUS WOUND IN HER POLITICAL SUPPORT, WHIC H StOVL" BLED AWAY. 
ICR HAD TOLERATED THE AlllAKCE I I BECAUSE if COULD DD NO 

OTHER. HOWEVER. IRENE'S DECISION 10 ALLY HERSELF VUYl IDE 
DEMOCRATIC ACTION PARTY lAO) IN CARACAS WAS TDO MUCH. AD HAD 
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R 79I9J7Z OCT % 
FH AHEMBASSY GARACAS 
TO SECSFAfE WASHOE 7109 
INF0 ANEWBASSV BOGOTA 
A HE IB ASSY I IDA 

SS OPASUiAUN*TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

AHEMBASSY GEORGE I0BILASSD7DED BY DEPT. OF STATE, M. GRAFELD, DAS, A/GIS, ACTING, 

AMEND ASSY PORT OF RfjN/IEW AUTHORITY: ADOLPH FJ EISNER J- 'CI WNE'S POLITICAL SUPPORT. | 

USCINCSO NIANI FL CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL RI^S<^M«^ ,,„, , „■ 

D(A VASHM nt ,™ A «. Ilrv APnfD . ri/-r WI~SOT v TlitY L£f T HSR EQR HUGO CHAVEZ, FHE OTHER CAKttlDAIE FOF 

CIA WASHDG UECLASSIi 1 Y AFTER, 28 OCT 2023 cvm[ | ft ClfWWIFDCED THAI IRENE. HOWEVER 

NSC WASHDC DATE/CASE DD: 14 JUN2010 200503654 DAMAGED, SI It t AT1RAC1ED ABOUT TEN PERCENT OF THE NAT I ON At VOTE. 
US! A WASHDC U/O MO EVEN MORE IH CARACAS. IN FACT, BOTH ASSERTED THAT HEAD -TO- HE AD 



ALWAYS BEEN ICRS HORTAL ENEMY AND THE EPITOME Of ALL THAT WAS 
WRONG WITH VENEZUELAN POLITICS. ICR BROKE ITS AUIANCE WITH IRENE. 
LAUNCHED ITS OWN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE -ALFREDO RATIOS- -AHD 
CONCENTRATED ITS ENERGIES ON TRYING TO WIN A SINGLE GOVERNORSHtP- 
, ANORES VELESOUEZ IN ANZDATEGUI-AND PRESERVING ITS CONGRESSIONAL 
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SUMMARY 



PB1LINC SHOVED THAT IRENE COULD STILL BEAl CHAVEZ IN THE IOWEST 
SOCIAL CLASS. THIS MADE HER ATTRACTIVE 10 AD AHD COREL WHICH 
HOPED f O GET A BUHP tip TN V OTE GETTING BY THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH 
INK- I I MAPE NO ATTEMPT 70 HIDE THEIR 

FRUSTRATION AND DISAPPOINTMENT Af THE THOUGHT THAF A POLITICAL 
CANDIDAS WHO HAD BEEN THE "HOPE OF EHE PEOPLE" WAS GOING TO BE 
CONVERTED INTO JOB IHSURAHCE FOR "A FEW CORRUPT AD ANo COPE I" 
DEPUTIES AND SENATORS. NEVERTHELESS. THEY WERE INSISTENT THAT 
IRENE SHOULD UHOER NO CIRCUMSTANCES GIVE UP AND LEAVE THE 
PRESIDENTIAL RACE. THEY RRGUED THAT IRENE'S VOTES. WITHOUT IRENE. 
WOULD GO TO CHAVEZ. THEY HMD THAT IRENE WIST STAY IK TO DENY 
THOSE V07ES. HOWEVER FEW THEY MIGHT BE. TO CHAVEZ. 



T. «! THE COLLAPSE OF IRENE SAEZ AS A VIABLE POLITICAL CANDIDATE 
OPENS THE- WAY FOR A. HMO CHAUEj VICTORY IH 0ECEH6ER. ACCORDING TO 



A RECENT H EFTING. BLAHCURMiS KCUNf-h «ft.*lH/ HKt_Wmi 
COPE I .. AND J 1 HER 
ELECTORAL ALL IANCE_lNJMACAS. HI THJHE. DEMOCRATIC ACTI ON PARTY 
(AOL IREKE'TALlliiilCE WITH IHE IRADITIOHAL PAR'TEST- I 
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WAS A "GREA1 DECEPTION AHD FRUSTRATION" FOR THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE 
WHO WERE LEFT WITH NO OTHER CHOICE THAN HUGO CHAVEZ. NEITHER 



1BELIEUES HEHRIOUE SALAS RDMER HAS S CHANCE Of CATCHING 
"CH'SCEl. ARGUING FHAT SALAS POMFR CANNOT ATTRACT VOTES IN THE 
'POPULAR SECTORS* OR LOWER CL ASSES. IN SPIT E Of THIS HARSH 
ASSESSMENT, BOTH OEl/EVf THAT | [ FORCES Of "AHII- 

CHAVISHO" MUSI PUT UP TH E COOP FIGHT M CREATE A POLITICAL 
COUNTERWEIGHT TO CHAVEZ- 



J END SUMPV. 



THE DECLINE Df IRENE: THE LOSS OF THE PEOPLES' GREAT HOPE 



i iC> IRENE SAEZ, FORMER MISS UNIVERSE AND THE MAYOR 01 CHACAQ. 
REPRESENTED SHE H OPE Of THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE FOR PEACEFUL 
POLITICAL CHANGE 



NO OTHER CHALLENGER ON THE HORIZON 



<. ICI j |DISCDUNTED THE POSSIBILITY THAT AHY 

OTHER CANDIDATE COULD TAKE IRENE'S PLACE. THERE WAS. THEY NOTED. 
ND CHALLENGER ON THE HORIZON WHO HAD A CHANCE Of SEAFING CHAVEZ. 
WHEN OVESTIONEB ABOUT HENRIQUE SALAS R6MER. THEY BOTH NOTED THAT 
SALAS IS NOT THE CHALLENGER HE MAKES HIMSELF OUT TO BE. THEY 



CREDITED SALAS POWER WIIH RUNNING A GREAT CAMPAIGN. COMPARING HIM 
TO A MAGICIAN WHD PULLS RABBITS OUT Or HATS' FHE Y SAID HE HAD USED 
THE MEDIA TO CREATE THE IMPRESSION OF GROWING POLITICAL SUPPORT. 
HOWEVER. THEY ALLEGED THAT SALAS RDMER HAS NO 'POLITICAL RODS." 
AND THAT HE CANNOT COMPETE IN IHE "PDPUIAR SEC TORS" OR LOWER 
CLASSES. THIS WOHIO EE COME PAINFULLY OEVWS' I I OUR I KG 

THE NOVEMBER i PEGIONAl ELECTIOHS. SALAS WILL EHffGf FROM THOSE 



ELECTIONS, | |WITH ONLY ONE GOVERNORSHIP ANO A HAWUI 

Of CONGRESSIONAL SEATS. THIS WILL HD1 EE tHWGH TO EEHD Off AND OR 
FACE OFF AGAINST AN EMERGENT W WHIC H WILL CLAIM 10 BE THE SECOND 
MOST POTENT PARTY BEN I NO AD. I I SAID "ALAS EOflEP S CAMPAIGN 

mi course am mt mm* i elect ions. 
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